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KAHLEJb Masen E¢pumosuy — kandudam ucmopuueckux HAyK, eedywjuii HayuHbuiii compyOHUK
Hnemumyma Eeponvt PAH (125993, Poccus, e. Mockea, Moxosas ya., 11-33; xpekan@yandex.ru)

YYUT JIN UCTOPUSA?2
(PeueH3us Ha knury [. JIusena «Hasctpeuy orHio.
MUMnepus, BoMHa 1 KoHew, uapckor Poccuny)

AnHoTaums. Viccnenosanwe [l. JlnBeHa packpbiBaeT 04Hy 13 3arafok 0TEHECTBEHHON NCTOPUN. Kak v NoYemy
Poccuvickast umnepus B 1914 r. BCTymuna B MUPOBYIO BOVHY, XOTs MPABSILLME KDYIV €€ He XOTE, PE30OHHO
0racannck 1 0Co3HaBanm cnabyio roTOBHOCTb CTPaHbI K HeWl. ABTOP 0npoBepraeT HepesKkue B eBPONeiicKoi

1 aMepyKaHCKoN NCTopuorpapum aHTUPOCCUiickue npeapaccyaku, 4to Espona-ae cnonana K BoitHe «u3-3a
poccuickux ambuLmii B OTHOLIEHMM KOHCTAHTMHOMOIS 1 MPOANBOB». Poccuiickas AnnnomMaTys Moria MeyTarh
0 KOHCTaHTMHOMOE W «CIaBSIHCKOM COK03€», HO B PeaibHOCTY Obinia Kyaa 60/1ee yMEPEHHOI: OHa CTPeMUAAch
COoXpaHsiTh Status quo Ha banikaHax n OCTUYL KOMIPOMMCCa C BeHoit Aaxe LeHON HEOOHOKPATHBIX YCTYIOK,
KOTOpbIe KpaviHe BO3MYLLEHHO BOCTPUHUMAMMCh 00LLECTBEHHLIM MHEHUeM. Ho korga B Bere v bepante
peLmv nokoHunTk ¢ Cepbueii n pasrpomuTs OpaHLmio, ANNNOMATUYECKOE OTCTYI/IEHNE CTaI0 HEBO3MOX-
HbIM.

KntoyeBbie cnoBa: BHeLLHSs nomTvKa, Poccuvickas umnepus, bankansi, [epsas MyupoBas BoViHa

aMo CJIOBO «KJIaCCUKa» HbIHE He B yecTu. Ha3BaTh Kakylo-To paboTy 1o UCTOPUU

MEXIYHapOJHBIX OTHOILIEHWUI Kjaccuueckon — eaBa i He obunetb. Ho MHe,
«CTapoOBEpYy», XOUETCS UMEHHO TaK PEKOMEHIOBATh YUTATENIO0 KHUTY U3BECTHOTO
opuTtaHckoro pycucta JJomuHuka JluBeHa «HaBcTpedy orHmo» — Kak KJIaCCUYECKYIO,
HaINOMWHas 0 BpeMEHaX, KOT1a UCTOPUKHY HE WJLTIOCTPUPOBAIIA MPEA3aTaHHbIE TEOPE-
TAUYECKUE CXEMBI, 2 YyBCTBOBAIM €051 KaK JOMA CPEIY PEATUI N3y4aeMOTO BDEMEHMU,
KOraa JIIOJU 3TOro 1Liexa He MMCaIM TaK, «KaK Jaxke MEXOTHbIEe MOPYYMKU HE MUIILYT»
(1o BbIpaxkeHuto JleckoBa), a MOTJIM JaTh IUTEpaTopaM ypoku ctuiist. MccienoBaHue
Hay4YHO 0e3ynmpeyHO U OJHOBPEMEHHO YBJIEKATEIbHO PACKPBIBAET OMHY U3 3araiok
OTEUYEeCTBEHHOW UCTOPUU: KaK U moueMy Poccuiickas umrmepusi B 1914 . Bctynuna B
naryOHyIo JUIsl Hee MAPOBYIO BOIHY, XxoTs u caM Hukomnaii 11, u 3HauuTepHast 4acTh
€€ MpaBsIIMX KPYTrOB 3TOM BOMHBI HE XOTEJIU, PE30HHO OIACaIUCh U OCO3HABAJIM CJIa-
Oy10 TOTOBHOCTb CTPaHbI K HEH.

O «BeIMKOl BOMHE» HAMCAaHO YK€ CTOJIbKO, YTO MPUHIIMITUATIBHBIX OTKPBHITUN B
3TOI TeMe OXKUIATh TPYAHO. ABTOPY BCE XK€ YIJIOCh HAWTU U BBECTU B HAyYHBIN 000-
pOT psil HOBbIX MaTepuaioB. Ho He B 3TOM r1aBHasl LIeHHOCTb ero Tpyna. 3HavanbHO
KHUTra Obli1a HaNvMcaHa ISl aHTJI0S13bIYHOM MYOJUKU ¢ 6J1arOpOJHBIM MOPBIBOM OIPO-
BEprHYTh HEPEJKUE B €BPOIMENCKON 1 aMepUKaHCKOM ucTopruorpaduu aHTUPOCCUIA-
CKWe€ Mpenpaccynku, 94To EBpona-ne crnoisna K BOMHE «M3-3a POCCUMCKUX aMOUTIN I
B OTHOIIIEHMM KOHCTaHTUHOIIOJI U ITPOJIuBOB». [lonbiTKa gaTh 60J1e€ HEMPEAB3ITYIO
OolLIeHKY BHelHel monutuku Poccuu B 1904—1914 It y Hac B cTpaHe, 0€3yCI0BHO,
MOXET pacCUMThIBaTh Ha cuMmnatuu. He cioyyaiino /l. JIueeH, npenku KOToporo Asa
BeKa CIYXUJU POCCUIMCKON KOpOHe Ha BUIHBIX MocTax, ctal B 2018 1. jaypeatom
MPEMUMN MEXIYHAPOIHOTO AUCKYCCUOHHOTO Kiyoa «Bannaii». Ho HezameHnMa 3Ta
KHUTA IS OTEYECTBEHHOTO YMTATEJIS TTO UHBIM IPUYUHAM.

CocpenoToueHHOCTh Ha TIPOUCXOSIIEM Ha bajlkaHax U HauBHBIE TAHCIABUCTCKUE
OXUAaHUST HEOCTAaBIHOMWILCKOTO TUTIA B HAllleM O0IIECTBEHHOM MHEHUU OBITYIOT U
ceronHsi. [TpeTeH3nM CKBO3b UX MPU3MY ITPOUUTHIBATH AKTYaIbHbBIE MEXIYHAPOIHbBIE
CIOXEThI (a 9TOT PErMOH He TepecTa MPOU3BOAUTD MTOBOIbI HE CKy4aTh) — JIOTUYHOE
ux BeipaxkeHue. Ellle BaxkHee, 4YTO nepe] pOCCUCKOI BHEILIHEHN MOJIUTUKON CEeTOIHS
BHOBb BCTAlOT JUJIEMMBI, CXOXHUE C TEMU, KOTOPbIE HE CMOTJIa Pa3peliuTh UMIIEP-
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ckas Poccus. a v mapaiieny Mexay cutyaleit Ha MupoBoii ciieHe 1914 u 2014 .
HEIPOU3BOJIBLHO BO3HUKAIOT BOBCE HE B CBSI3U C I00MJIEEM: KPU3UC CIOXKHUBIIETOCS
MUPOTIOPSIIKA TOTJA U Terepb 3aKOHOMEPHO OOHAPYXXUBAET CXOACTBO CYIIIHOCTHBIX
XapaKTePUCTUK.

HMHTepeceH MeTOI0JIOTMUECKUI TTOIXOI aBTOpa, MPeanojarapiui 3 ypoBHs aHa-
mm3a. «B3rsg ¢ 6oxecTBeHHOM BBICOTH» (TepMmuH . JIuBeHa) mo3BoIsieT yBUIETh
JIOJTOCPOYHBIE, CTPYKTYPHBIE (PAKTOPHI: «INI0OATM3ALNIO U TEOIMOJUTUKY, €BPO-
nevickuii 6agaHc cui, IOMUHUPYIOIIME UAEU U LIEHHOCTU 3T0XU». «B3rsa ¢ ropu-
30HTA YEPBsI» JAET BOZMOXHOCTb NTPUCTAIBHO MTPOCAEANTDH MO JHIM U yacaM, Kakue
pelieHusi, KOTopble MPUBEIU K KaTacTpode, MTpUHUMaIU npuMepHo 50 4eloBeK B
HECKOJIbKUX CTOJIMIIAX B JIBe TIpeIBOEHHbIe Heleau. M HakoHell, «[TpOMeEXYTOYHbI
YPOBEHb», CBOJSIIMI 1Ba Pa3HbIX B3I, KOTOPBI CBA3bIBAET JieXKaBIIIMEe B OCHOBE
pelIeHU TIOTUYECKUE TIOCHIIKU M LIEHHOCTHU C TII00AIbHBIMU U POCCUMCKUMU UJE0-
JIOTUYECKUMU U KYJIBTYPHBIMU TEUSHUSIMU.

IIpy MomOOHOM CTEPEOCKOMUYECKOM 3PEHUU CTAaHOBUTCS BUIHO MHOTOE...
CpaBHUTEIbHBIE TTPEUMYIIIECTBA U U3bSIHBI COTIEPHUYABIIMX UMIIEPUIA U X KOAJH-
LM, TOCIIOJACTBYIOIINE YMOHACTPOCHUS X SJIUT U OOILIECTBEHHOCTH, BOCIIPUSITHE
MMM IeHCTBUTEIbHBIX YIPO3 U UX HAaAyMaHHBIC, HO BITOJHE peaJibHbIE «CTPaXU».
JpaMaTuuecKue 1Mo CBOMM MOCJICACTBUSIM U3MEHEHUST B CYIIIECTBOBABIIEM U TIPO-
elpyeMoM B Oymyliiee OamaHce cuil. XapakTephl TPEeX UMIIEPaTOPOB, UX B3aMMOOT-
HOILIEHUS C TJIaBaMU MPABUTEJIBCTB U JUILJIOMATUYECKUX BEIOMCTB, POJIb IMYHOCTEN
U UHCTUTYTOB B IPUHSATUU pellieHrit. HenpocTbie OTHOIIEHUS] pyKOBOAUTENENR poC-
cuiickoro MM/la 1 ocj10B B BaXXHEMIITMX CTOIMIAX, BOEHHBIX MUHUCTPOB U HA4YaJlb-
HukoB [eHepasibHOTO 11Taba, CONMEPHUYECTBO apMEeMCKUX U (DJIOTCKUX PYKOBOAUTE-
Jiel, BIUsSTHUE «JTIUJEPOB 00IIECTBEHHOTO MHEHUSI» Ha OTEYECTBEHHYIO TUTLIOMATHIO.
Bce 370 nenaet yoenuTeIbHbIM aHATU3 PEATM30BAHHbBIX U aJIbTEPHATUBHBIX KOHIIET-
LI BHENTHENH U 000poHHO# noautuku Poccun, oxxnnaemoro Cankr-IletepOyprom
U JEHACTBUTEIBLHOIO MOBEACHUS OAIKAHCKUX «IIOJOIEYHBIX», IPETEH3UIA U BO3MOX-
HocTell Poccuiickoii UMmepuu, ee CTpaTern4ecKux liejieid 1 KOHKPEeTHOM BHEIIHE-
MOJUTUYECKON MPAaKTUKKU B CJIENOBABIIMX OJUH 3a IPYTMM B MPEIBOCHHbBIE TOMIbI
MEXIYHAapOIHBIX Kpu3ucax. TaKoB JajieKo He MOJHBIN MepeyeHb TeM, 00CTOSTETbHO
U BCECTOPOHHE OCBEIIIEHHBIX B KHUTE.

Hctopus Bcerma 6orave miaHoB u cxeM. M J1. JIuBeHy ynanoch OTpa3uTh ee pas3-
HOOOpa3ue MaKCHMaJbHO MOJIHO. Ec/iu ke MomnbITaThCsl U3J10KUTh OCHOBHBIE MTOJI0-
>KEHUS €r0 UCCIEIOBAaHMS TI0 HEOOXOAMMOCTU JAKOHUYHO, BRIHYKICHHO XEPTBYS
MHTEPECHEMIITMMU IeTasIMU, BBIPUCOBBIBAETCS Clieaytoliasl KapTuHa. Poccuiickas
MMIIepusl He BBIIESIach cpelu cebe MOJOOHBIX B «BeKe MMIEpUii» HU 110 CBO-
€My LieJIENoJaraHuIo U MeToJaM NeUCTBUM, HU 10 MEHTAJbHOCTH JIUTHI U OOIIe-
CTBEHHBIM YMOHACTpOeHUsIM. ZKelaHue KOHTPOJIMPOBATh YEPHOMOPCKHUE TTPOJIMBbI
MOHSATHO, YYUThIBast KOHTPOJb bputanuu Haa Cysukum kaHaioMm, a CLIA — Han
[Tanamckum. «ITaHcaaBU3M ObLT <...> POCCUACKUM 3KBUBaJIEHTOM MIESIM, HA KOTO-
pbIX 6a3MpOBAIUCH F'epMaHCKas U aHTJ0-aMepUKaHCKash CouaAapHOCTb» [JIuBeH
2017: 423]. Ho, nmpeTeHays Ha yHacjlIedOBaHHYIO POJIb PaBHOM IPYIMM BEJIMKON
JepKaBbl, OHA MO0 CBOUM peajibHbIM BO3MOXHOCTSIM B CUJIy OTCTaBaHUS B COLIMU-
aJIbHO-3KOHOMUWYECKOM 1 00I1IeCTBEHHO-MTOJIUTUYECKOM Pa3BUTHUM K Hauamy XX B.
cKkaTtujach B pa3psiii TOCylapcTB «BTOporo mupa» (Bpoae Mcrnanum u Mrtanun),
ycTynasi ¥ UM 110 psioy 3HauMMbIX TTapameTpoB. [TopaxeHue B PyccKo-sImoOHCKOM
BoliHe 1 peBosonus 1905 1. oOHaxkuIu ee c1adoCTu.

Bmecte ¢ TeM OypHbIit 3koHOMUYeckuit pocT 1910-x IT. U 3aTesTHHOE MEPEBOOPY-
JXeHUe apMuu U GJioTa Iejajy ee B IIa3aX CONEPHUKOB HeloCSIraeMbIM IO CHJIe
KOHKYPEHTOM B HeAaJeKoOM OyayleM. OTo MpoBolMpoBajio IepmMaHuio u ABCTpo-
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Benrpuio Ha TO, YTOOBI BOCIIOJIb30BAaThCSI CBOMM BOEHHBIM ITPEBOCXOCTBOM IpEXKIE,
yeM BoeHHad nobdena Haj Poccueii okaxxeTcss HEBO3MOXHOM.

KoHTposib Ha Y4epHOMOPCKMMMU TTPOJIMBAMU U MIOKPOBUTEIBCTBO CJAABTHCKUM €1 -
HOBepliaM Ha bajikaHax ocTaBaJlMCh CTpaTerMueckoi 1eabio Poccuu v riiaBHOM Mpu-
YUHOI MIPOTUBOCTOSIHUS C aBCTPO-repMaHCKUM 0J10KoM. Ero HapactaBiiias 3KOHOMM-
yeckasi U BOEHHO-TIOJIUTUYECKast 3KCIIaHCHs B PETMOH, KoTopoit Poccuu TpyaHo 66110
MPOTUBOTIOCTABUTh HEUTO PABHOLIEHHOE, MTOCTOSIHHO CTaBUJIa Mepell OTeUeCTBEHHOM
JurIioMatren Tskkue nuiaemmbl. [Ipecca xxe v [yMcKue MoJauThuYecKue napTuu ObLiv
ropaszio pajvKajbHeil 1 BOMHCTBEHHE NMpaBsIIUX KPYroB, yrpeKas 1x 3a ciadboayiive
U TIOIYCTUTEILCTBO Bpary «claBsgHCKoro aeia». Kak metko 3ametw . JIuseH, «<Muc
0 HEM30eXXHOM CTOJIKHOBEHMU MEXIY CIaBSIHAMU U T€BTOHAMMU... ObLT YEIyX0i — HO
YeryXoil OTIaCHOW M OYeHb MOIIIHON MO CBOEMY BJIMSIHUIO», ChITPaBLIEH KITIOYEBYIO
POJIb B TIOATAIKMBAHUY BCEX MEXIYHAPOIHBIX OTHOIIIECHMI K BoliHe [JIuBen 2017: 24).
Ha MHorux ctpaHuiiax KHUTM yoeIUTEIbHO MOKa3aHOo, YTO NOA00HbI MU B beparHe
OblT He MeHee pacmpocTpaHeH, yeM B CaHkT-IleTepOypre, a B BeHe «cinaBsHcKas
yrpo3a» BOCIPMHUMAIACh KaK BbI30B CAMOMY CYIIECTBOBaHMIO nMnepruu [a6cOypros.

CpaBHuUTeNbHas ci1abocTh Poccuu MMena BMojiHE KOHKPETHOE BOEGHHOE M3Me-
peHue: 3To KaTtacTpoduyeckas HeXBaTKa MOATOTOBJICHHBIX YHTEP-O(MUIIEPCKUX
KaJlpOB, HEPA3BUTOCTD KEJIE3HOMNOPOXKHBIX CETel, CUIbHO JIUMUTUPOBABIAs MOOU-
JIN3ALIMOHHBIE BO3MOXHOCTU apMUM, OTCTaBaHUE B apTUJIJIEPUU U CBSI3U, HEMO-
CTaya MPOMBIIILIEHHBIX MOILIIHOCTEN MO MPOU3BOACTBY BOOPYXEHUIA U OOENPUINACOB,
(10T, TOBLKO HayaBIIKMI BO3pPOXAAThCs TOCHE MOTEPh B Pyccko-SIMOHCKOI BOIiHE.
XapakTepHO, YTO HEOJHOKPATHO BO3HMKABIIWE MO PA3HbIM MOBOAAM «IIPOXKEKThI»
necanta Ha bocdop ObUTM 0OpedeHsbl 1o 6aHaIbHON MPUYMHE — U3-3a OTCYTCTBUS
JIOCTaTOYHOTO YKCJia TPAHCTIOPTHBIX CYI0B [1s1 TONOOHOM orepaliuu.

BriosiHe oco3HaBast HEOOXOMMOCTb BHIUTPATh BPeMs 1Sl MPOBEACHUS COLIUATbHO-
9KOHOMUYECKHMX MPeodpa3oBaHUil U XOTs Obl 3aBeplLIEHMS JUIlb HayaToro B 1913—
1914 rr. nepeBoOpyXeHUsI apMUM, U MOHApX, U €ro OKpy>XeHHe ObLIM HACTPOEHBI
BIOJIHE MUPOJII00MBO. Poccuiickast nuruioMatusi Morjia MeutaTh o KoHcTaHTUHOTIONE
U «CJIaBSIHCKOM CO103€», HO B peaJlbHOCTU CTpeMUIach K HEUTpaiu3aluy MpoauBOB
JUTIOMaTUYEeCKUMU CPEICTBaMU, TbITalaCh CKOJIBKO MOXHO COXPaHSITh Status quo
Ha bankaHax u gjocTruyb KoMIipomucca ¢ BeHoit naxe 11eHOil HEOMHOKPATHBIX YCTY-
MTOK, KOTOpbIE KpailHe BO3MYILIEHHO BOCIIPUHUMAJIUCh OOIIIECTBEHHBIM MHEHUEM U
Opocayiv TeHb Ha 1 0€3 TOTO MOIOPBAHHYIO JIETUTUMHOCTD peXXUMa.

OrmacHo# WITI03KMeil oKa3alicsl U «CJIaBIHCKUI COI03» MO MOKPOBUTEIHLCTBOM
Poccun. «Coro3Huku», eaBa omgoaeB ocjabdeBiryio OTTOMaHCKYIO MMIIEPUIO, TYT
XK€ Tepeapaguch, HEOXOTHO IMPUCTYIIMBAsICh K CAEPKUBAOIIMM pEKOMEHIa-
LIUSIM TTOKPOBUTEJSI, HO OTKPOBEHHO MaHUIYJIUPYS UM B COOCTBEHHBIX MHTEpECaX.
Haubonee npo3opiiviBbie OTEUECTBEHHbIE AUTIIIOMAThI PEAYIPEXaaIn 00 3TOM 3apa-
Hee. Poccuu B ouepenHoil pa3 MpUIIIOCh pa3birpbIBaTh POJIb BEUKOU JepKaBbl MPU
SIBHOU HeXBaTKe CPENCTB /IS €€ yOeAUTEeIbHOTO NCTIOJHEHUS.

B KoHeuHOM cueTe cOOBITUS BBIIUIM U3-TIOJ KOHTPOJISI BceX MrpokoB. CapaeBckoe
yOUICTBO MpoU301ILI0 6e3 BeagoMa cepOCKUX BiacTeil, KpaliHe HYXXIaBIIMXCSl B MUP-
HoI1 may3e nocJie NByx 6ajikaHcKuX BoiiH. Ho cienbl TsiHyvch B benrpan, K pykoBonu-
Tesro cepockoit BoeHHoH pa3Benku J1. Jlumutpuesuuy. BeHa, naBHO McKaBIlasi TOBO.
JUtsl yHuutoxeHust CepObuu 1 McKylliaemasi moaaTiuBocTbio Poccuu, penuna noou-
BaThCsI CBOETO JII00O0I 1IEHOU U MoJTydynJia Ha 3TO HEOOXOAMMYIO CaHKIIMIo bepinHa.
Tam ToxXe ObUIM TOTOBBI K CAMbIM KpallHUM BapuaHTaM, HO HaJlEsJIUCh Ha HEBMeE-
martejbcTBO JIoHIoOHA U odyepenHyto yeTymunuBocTh CaHkT-IleTepOypra. Hukomaii 11
JIO TIOCJIETHET0O MOMEHTA OTTSATUBA POKOBOE PEIlIEHUE, MCKaJl B3AMMOIIOHMMAaHMS C
BusibresibMom I1 11 Ob11 TOTOB K OUepeIHBIM KOMITIPOMKMCCAM B OTHOIIIEHUSIX ¢ BeHoi,
HO TTACCMBHO HaOM0naTh 3a JukBugauueit Cepouu uiau pasrpomomM POpaHIMKM OH
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HE MOT HU TI0 CBOUM TIPENCTaBACHUSIM O JOJKHOM U CYILEM, HU B KOHTEKCTEe OOI1Ie-
CTBEHHBIX OXKUIAHUI.

. JIuBeH cBOIO KHUTY 3aKaHUMBAET COMOCTaBJIEHUEM cUTYyaluii HakaHyHe [lepBoii
MMPOBOI BOMHBI U B TIepBoit yeTBepTH XXI B.: «BoitHa Hayanachk ...NMpexae BCETo
13-3a U3MEHEHUI B pacKiiajae CUJI MeXIy TocyaapcTBaMu U pacTylleil HallOHAaIu-
CTUYECKOI YIpO3bl, XapaKTepPHOM KakK ISl OTAEIbHBIX MMIIEPUl, TaK 1 IJIsI MUPO-
BOTO yCTpOiicTBa, Oazupyoomierocs Ha umiepusx. Mionbpckas katactpoda 1914 r.
BO MHOTOM IIPOM30IILIA M3-3a OIIMOOK B pacuerax M IOJUTUKU OajJaHCHPOBAHMS
Ha TpaHU BOMHBLIL... DTU (PAKTOPHI ¥ CETOIHS MPEICTABIISIOT CO00I 3HAYUTEIHHYIO
yrpo3y Mupy». I BOKPYT, TPYAHO C HUM HE COTJIACUTLCS.

JlocamHo OIHO: TO JIU PeJaKTOp X KOPPEKTOP, TO JIM U3AATEILCTBO, BHIITYCKasl 3aMe-
YaTeJIbHYIO KHUTY, SIBHO «9KOHOMMIU CUJIbl». OTCI0[a TAKKE «IIEPJIbl», KAK «aBCTPUIA-
ckuit mocoa B BeHe» mnu «yepHOropckuii kopoib Hukura» (KOToporo B AeiCTBU-
TeJIbHOCTU 3BaiM Hukoia), u He noaaolieecs NCYMCICHUIO YMCIIO OMeYaToK.
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DOES HISTORY TEACH ANYTHING?
(Review of the book by D. Lieven «Towards the Flame.
Empire, War and the End of Tsarist Russia»)

Abstract. Dominic Lieven's study explains one of the mysteries of Russian history: why Russian Empire entered the World
War I'in 1914 although its ruling circles did not want it, had reasons to fear it, and were aware of the country poor war
preparedness. The author refutes the anti-Russian prejudices common in the European and American historiography that
Europe slipped into war «because of Russian ambitions towards Constantinople and straits». Russian diplomacy might have
dreamed about Constantinople and the Slavic Union, but in fact, it had goals that were more modest: it sought to maintain the
status quo in the Balkans and come to compromise with Vienna even at the cost of repeated concessions that were outraged
by the public opinion. Once Vienna and Berlin made a decision to do away with Serbia and destroy France, not a chance was
left for a diplomatic retreat.
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